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is an indispensable ingredient of all sublunary happi-
ness, is missing, and the dish becomes flat, if not bitter.
A reconciliation is a thing which so much affects the
general security and happiness of this kingdom, as to
require the sacrifice of some portion of private and
personal comfort. But the moment you come to con-
sider the matter on the footing of Duty, and of the
general sense of the world concerning that duty, you will
feel, with me, that the question of substantial interest
and happiness is also decided. Nothing can be more
certain than that the Princess has no other chance,
even for a tolerable share of comfort, than by keeping
constantly not only in the right, but so much on the
right side of right as to be completely out of reach of
that left-handed wisdom which generally accompanies
malice, and which is sure not to miss a blot.

c Lastly, even an ostensible reconciliation would give
a chance, however slender, of an impression being made
at length on the Prince by the sight of so much merit,
and the recollection of the unprovoked wrongs for which
she would be making so different a return.

c Had this letter been intended to meet the Princess'
eye I should have thought it necessary to be more
reserved in manner, but not less decisive in its matter.
I should be ungrateful if I did not feel most deeply
the great condescension and goodness with which the
Princess has distinguished me.'

All sorts of petty annoyances were heaped on the
Princess at this time. She was urged to submit to the
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